
The invasive and highly destructive emerald ash borer (EAB) is killing ash trees 

throughout the Midwest at an alarming rate.  Restoration Of Our Trees Sheboygan 

(ROOTS) is a proactive response to the projected loss of millions of ash trees right 

here at home in Sheboygan County. 

The Sheboygan Rotary Club and Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership formed 

ROOTS to develop a broad community collaboration to address this serious threat to 

Sheboygan County’s rich forestry resources and are launching a fundraising        

campaign to build collaborative public-private sector community support for projects 

that mitigate the potentially devastating impact of the EAB.   

• Ash trees make up a large percentage of Wisconsin’s trees, with more than 727 million ash trees in our forests, and 
another 5.2 million in our urban areas 

• At least 23% of the trees on public lands in Sheboygan County are ash, with the percentage of ash trees in some     
cities, villages, and townships in the County as high as 70% 

• All native ash species-white, green, and black-within Sheboygan County are vulnerable to EAB and are either       
infected or will be shortly 

• EAB is aggressive and spreads quickly 

• Infested trees die within 2-4 years  

• As these trees die, invasive plant species such as phragmites can move in to the open spaces quickly, degrading    
habitat and creating additional problems 

Ash trees throughout Sheboygan County are currently under attack.  

Areas of Established EAB Infestation 
in Wisconsin as of 2018 

Areas of Established EAB Infestation 
in Wisconsin in 2008 

 

  

The invasive and highly destructive EAB  
is killing ash trees throughout the Midwest at an alarming rate.   

 

Support ROOTS 

We will need everyone’s help to succeed in building the ROOTS Investment Fund and we hope you will consider   

providing a contribution to support our efforts to protect and restore the tree population throughout Sheboygan County 

that is currently at risk of being severely depleted by the EAB. 



The benefits to quality of life provided by a diverse and robust tree canopy are 
many.  A healthy tree canopy greatly enhances public health and combats climate 

change. Healthy trees remove large amounts of pollutants and carbon dioxide 
while introducing oxygen into the atmosphere. The presence of forested areas  
demonstrably enhances natural aesthetics and greatly increases the monetary   

value of both private and public property. A substantial tree canopy also creates 
the environment essential for many forms of outdoor recreation popular among 
our fellow citizens and positively contributes to their quality of life (e.g. fishing, 

hunting, hiking, jogging, camping, skiing, golfing, biking, children’s              
playgrounds, etc.).  These and other benefits directly associated with a robust and 
diverse tree canopy create a quality of life conducive to growth and development 

of our local economy by attracting and retaining a workforce seeking healthy,  
attractive, and family friendly communities. 

ROOTS is an investment in our quality of life. 

EAB has had a devastating impact on communities in its path. 
Belvedere Drive, Toledo, Ohio, 2009  Belvedere Drive, Toledo, Ohio, 2006  

Ash tree removal at Lakeview Park in Sheboygan  

Sheboygan County communities are just beginning to see the impact of EAB.  

Ash trees line many of the streets in Sheboygan County       
communities, like this view of N. 18th Street in Sheboygan 

 

 



The ROOTS Investment Fund will provide grant funding to 
support results-oriented projects on public lands that      

mitigate the impact of the EAB on the tree canopy  
throughout Sheboygan County. This program seeks to    
develop resilient reforestation plans, promote the safe    

removal of infested trees, plant a substantial diverse (non-
ash) replacement tree stock as quickly as possible, and 
greatly expand the public’s understanding of the need to 

expeditiously mitigate the rapidly declining ash population 
in Sheboygan County.  Grant recipients will participate in 
an Arbor Day or other public commemorative celebration 

of their projects upon completion and donors will be     
publicly recognized at each of these events.  

Funding will support results-oriented projects  
and donors will be publicly recognized at commemorative celebrations.  

The ROOTS Strategy  

is composed of three complementary pillars. 

 

Implementation 

The Investment Fund is the central pillar of the ROOTS 
strategy.  ROOTS will build a corpus that will be awarded 

to townships/municipalities through matching grants for 
the implementation of tree planting and other management 
activities. The allocation of these resources will be guided 
by a Grant Advisory Committee made up of Rotary       

representatives, LNRP staff, and outside experts. 

Planning 

ROOTS will assist townships/municipalities in the process 
of updating inventories and build capacity to develop EAB 
recovery plans. Using expertise and existing networks, 

ROOTS will seek grant funding from local, state, and    
federal resources.  ROOTS has been awarded a 2019     
Urban Forestry Grant to complete phase one of this     

component.  

Community Engagement 

ROOTS is providing outreach and education to inform  

citizens of the EAB threat, build awareness around the  

benefits of the urban forestry canopy, and share project  

updates.  Members of the public will be engaged through 

workshops and seminars, printed informational materials, 

and volunteer opportunities.    

Fireman’s Park, Newburg, Wisconsin 2009  Fireman’s Park, Newburg, Wisconsin 2013  

ROOTS has an effective strategy for mitigating the impact of the EAB  

through public-private collaboration. 

 

 



The County of Sheboygan and the Cities of Sheboygan, 

Sheboygan Falls, and Plymouth have each adopted    

resolutions of support endorsing the ROOTS program. 

The Sheboygan County community is positioned as a leader  
in this unique and innovative solution  

that will serve as a model for implementation in other communities.   

 

With your help, we can reduce EAB’s impact  
and protect our beautiful woodlands  

and tree-lined streets for generations to come. 

Tony Fessler, Sheboygan Rotary Club 

920-946-6770 | fessler.e.anthony@gmail.com 

Jim Kettler, Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership 

920-304-1919 | jim@LNRP.org 

Please contact us if you have questions or would like to support ROOTS: 

Visit our new website at www.rootswi.org 

mailto:fessler.e.anthony@gmail.com
mailto:jim@LNRP.org
https://www.rootswi.org/

